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i  ths  liatctu  of  j.^:33  :«R  crets  and  in 

TU2  ILJTTR  OF  TH2  ILL-TR^HET,  TORTURE,  AND 
GRLlEiAL  N  XL  XT  OF  C0CLI2S  LaBOIRTRS  ON  TK3 
3LJ.'-BURiL.  RAIL  iff  B2T.;jS?  TH3  Y  £jR3  1943 
A13)  1945. 


I,  Major  Robert  Crawford ,  formerly  of  the  Johore  Volunteer 
{  Ihgineera,  with  permanent  address  in  U.K.  C/o  T5ercantile  Bank  of  India 
Ltd.  1  15  Qracechurch  Street,  London.  K.C.3*  make  oath  and  say  as  follows i 

1*  I  was  taken  prisoner  by  tie  Japanese  at  Singapore  on  15/2/42 

andon  25/6/43  I  was  appointed  officor  commanding  ■K1  Force,  whioh  was 
a  company  of  230  medical  personnel  of  all  ranks,  belonging  to  British 
and  Dominion  Forces  with  a  few  Dutch,  and  which  was  intended  to  move 
to  the  Si am- Burma  Railway  to  bring  medical  assistance  to  coolies  of  all 
nationalities  (and  to  POW’s)  employed  on  the  construction  of  the  said 
railway*  In  ny  capacity  of  Medical  Officer,  commanding  that  force,  I  had 
the  op>ortunity  of  observing  the  meiical,  bygeinio  and  general  conditions 
under  which  Indian,  Chinese,  Malay,  Javanese,  Burmese  and  Eurasian  (a 
fen)  coolies  ncrked  and  lived  under  Japanese  oonnand  between  1943  aa^ 

1945. 

2.  The  narrative  contained  in  this  ray  affidavit  is  concerned  with 
ny  personal  experience  and  observations  and  with  information  gathered 
direotly  from  medical  officers  and  other  ranks  of  Force. 

I 

3.  Generali  The  number  of  coolies  employed  by  the  Japanese  on  the 
Siam-Eurma  Railway  cannot  be  ascertained  definitely,  and  estimates  vary 
from  75,000  to  25q£00.  It  is  probably  that  about  10Q000  v/ere  so  employed. 

The  journey  to  the  working  sites  involved  for  many  gangs  of  oooliea 
marches  of  indescribable  hardship,  lasting  in  some  cases  up  to  ten  days, 
in  monsoon  rains,  and  responsible  for  heavy  mortality  and  morbidity. 

4.  Ikom  observations  made  by  me  and  from  statements  made  to  me  by 
members  of  "T1  Force  it  is  established  that  conditions  in  coolie  working 
camps  and  coolie  hospitals  dike,  e.g.  Hintok  camp,  Upper  Xonouita  canp, 

Niki  Bridge-building  camp,  73  Kilometre  camp,  Longi  canp,  Camburi  No.  2 

I  hospital  canp,  '.’anyei  hospital  ca.-rp,  Kinsayoke  hospital  canp  and  many 
j  others,  were  so  far  below  any  standards  of  western  civilisation  that  they 
can  be  described  as  disgraceful  and  a  grave  danger  to  the  lives  of  those 
j  living  in  them. 

In  these  camps,  at  some  periods,  there  were  no  or  quite  inadequate 
J.  sanitary  arrangements,  the  entire  canp  areas  being,  consequently,  heavily 
contaminated  with  faeces.  In  practically  no  canp  was  a  satisfactory 
water  supply  provided,  the  general  source  being  raw  river  water  even  with 
cholera  prevalent.  Sleeping  acconmodation  was  in  many  cases  quite 
inadequate  or  of  the  most  primitive  kind.  Tents  were  generally  and  huts 
frequently  not  weather-proof;  coolies  often  had  to  sleep  on  the  ground. 
Blankets  were  not  provided,  an  occasional  sack  being  issued  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute,  and  the  olothing  issue  for  coolies  was  at  most  a  flimsy  sarong* 

The  food  supplied  to  labourers  was  frequently  "poor*  or  'bad" 
and  quite  below  the  level  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  good  health  in 
individuals  doing  heavy  manual  labour. 

The  unsatisfactory  conditions  here  described  were  conducive  to 
widespread  disease  of  many  kinds,  the  principal  of  which  were  dysentery, 
cholera,  pneumonia,  uloers  and  deficiency  diseases. 
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5»  Coalition."  hereinbefore  Cc.>'ribed  apply  not  only  to  n»le  coolies 

Out  also  to  women  and  children  who  ra.-o  brought  by  the  Japanese  to  work 
on  the  railway. 

Arising  from  these  gravsly  unsatisfactory  living,  feeding  and 
working  conditions,  sickness  among  labourers  wsn  over  considerable 
poriods  enormous,  end  the  indifference  of  the  Japanese,  their  failure  to 
take  steps  to  combat  sickness,  their  failure  Tiauppiy  suitable  and 
adequate  medical  buppliea  constitute  ori'dnal  iiglect*  The  Japanese  ware 
in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  entirely  1  .sensible  to  sickn93b  and  hard¬ 
ships  suffered  by  the  labourers  ena  -.heir  attitude  indicated  only  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  complete  tno  railway  at  aJl  ocbts  with  complete  indifference 
to  t  ie  number  of  deaths  tlv.t  might  and  rare  cauaod  thereby* 

J*"  efforts  thr-t  Medical  Force  night  have  made  to  help  the 

labourers  wore  virtually  nullified  in  advance  by  the  conditions 
unuor  which  thoy  h:d  to  work  and  for  \7hich  the  Japanese  nodical 
administration  at  all  levels  la  directly  responsible* 

(a)  The  iiedirai  Officer  and  his  staff  worked  under  the  orders  of  an 
ignorant  and  ill-trained  Japanaso  medical  2TCG  or  private. 

(b)  The  .fedical  staff  of  »orce  wore the  T7him  of  the  Japano 3e 
medical  orderly  so  restricted  in  their  access  m  eick  coolies  that  co¬ 
ordinated  policy  and  continuous  treatment  were  •iqp-rssible.  The  medical 

I!edicai  Off ioars)  *vs  largely  alloyed  on  manual  labour* 
ana  i edical  Officors  were  generally  submitted  to  degrading  and  insulting 
treatment  sooh  as  tho  performance  of  manual  labour,  working  in  Japanese 
kitchens  and  as  servants  to  Japanese. 

(c)  There  was  extreme  inadequacy  of  xaedicnl  equipment  aivi  supplies* 

8.  The  following  are  examples  of  renditions  in  working  canpsi- 

_JiBaLsLi!i'«ir  July*  August  l9/'3, 

Leaky  ten vs.  Food  -  email  quantity  rico  with  two  or  three  fresh  chillies* 
loor  hygienes.  In  July  d  aths  roachod  P-0-30  daily,  -.he  population  being 
about  1500* 

.  .  SJrITQK_£anci-  iVgiene  -  nil.  Siclmeas  colossal.  During  cholera 

10-14  deaths  daily,  but  many  never  found.  Ctole-a  cat.es  driven  into 
jungle  and  abandoned. 


Strength  about  3000  but  estimated  that  10 
°0jTC  of  orifcinal  strength  Jiaappeured  on  the  march  to  the  oanp. 
l«00  8ici<  daily.  Deaths  during  tetober  -  3O2. 


..  Jd)  NkiJfel?'-.- It  is  estimated  that  150C-2000  cooliea 
died  in  this  camp  in  a  period  of  six  months.  Treatment  accorded  coolies 
described  (by  593*2200  Sgt.  o.i>.  Chandlen,  2/Cambs)  as  -terrible", 
fractures  from  ill-treatment  seen..  High  suicide  rate  -  probably  20-30 
in  six  months* 


'e'  2  3.  ff. n-Q ^ -Tjl-L . 0  amm  Surma.  500  Burmese  labourers.  Deaths 

avora^ed  c  daily  over  3  months*  Average  daily  number  at  work  about  200* 

9*  The  following  are  examples  of  conditions  in  coolie  ixjspitalsi- 

^Q)  j’p.  Average  number  of  patients  2000 

or  more.  Conditions  in  dysentery  ~uvda  and  *d3ath-house"  indescribable* 
Coolies  suit  to  death-house  struck  off  ration  strength.  Complete 
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indifference  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  to  Buffering*  Constant  beating 
and  maltreatment  of  patients  fbr  of.ences,  real  or  imaginary*  Deaths 
orer  a  period  of  Id  months  numbered  about  5000 ,  a  figure  T&ich  is 
regarded  by  many  aa  an  underestimate*  Frequent  examples  of  gross  cruelty* 

i 

(b)  ■jfrNVgl  Hospital.  Average  number  of  patients  1500j  maximum  3300 
I  in  September  1943  with  gross  overcrowding  and  patients  lying  in  the  open* 
Satimated  4000  deaths  in  12  months,  September  1943  being  the  peak  month 
with  600-700.  Ill-treatment  of  ocolie  patients  fairly  frequent. 

(o)  Itr*3AY0:C8  Hospital.  At  first  tents  with  patients  on  ground*  H? 
to  1000  patients*  Hospital  run  by  2nd  Class  Japanese  private*  Deaths 
estimated  at  about  2000  in  15  months*  3ick  frequently  driven  out  to 
work  around  comp* 

10*  ibrtalitv*  From  estimates  and  observations  made  by  members  of 

"K*  J^edical  Force  it  is  certain  that  50  per  cent  of  the  total  labourers 
brought  from  Taisya  to  Sian  and  Burma  died  there  in  the  period  1943-45 
and  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this  mortality  occurred  in  the  laat 
eight  months  of  1943* 

Ban  Bong  Hospital  300  deaths 

Camburi  2  Hospital  5000 

Kinaayoke  *  2000 

Niki  •  2000 

and  so  on 

A  summation  of  all  estimates  Indicates  about  42,000  deaths 
among  75*000  labourers,  and  as  the  survey  does  not  cover  all  casps,  it  ie 
fairly  certain  that  there  were  50*000  labourer  deaths  on  tha  railway* 

11*  The  following  instances  of  specific  ill-treatment,  brutality  and 

neglect  were  reported  to  me  by  medical  personnel  under  my  commend «- 

(a)  7349689  3 ,1t«  R*  Pullen.  RA’E  reported  that,  in  the  Takamoto  Camp 
at  Niki  sick  labourers  who  were  still  alive  ware  thrown  into  a  mass  grave, 
he  pareonally  having  observed  movements  of  limbs  in  the  graves.  The 
Japanese  radical  Officer  of  the  Butai  was  one  Hiketa. 

(b)  v:;  90666  Pte*  D*R*  Boardman.  reported  that  at  Taimenta 
Coolie  Hospital  a  considerable  number  of  aiok  labourers  were  killed  off 
by  over  dosage  of  morphia  and  by  the  intravenous  injection  of  air  of 
mercuric  salts*  A  Japanese  private  -  “Greenpants*  -  together  with  an 
unknown  5-star  Japanese,  was  responsible.  The  hospital  was  under  the 
eulminiatration  of  Kudo  Butai  (Major  ICudo)*. 

(o)  Captain  3*  Lennox.  3AI-C  reported  that  at  No.  2  Hospital,  Camburi, 
intravenous  injections  causing  considerable  agony  and  death  were 
administered  to  a  number  of  oooliea  by  a  Japanese  doctor,  Lt*  Takana* 

(d)  59322Q0  Sjt  Q»D*  Chandler.  2/0ambs  reported  that  a  vary  aiok 

coolie  was  taken  to  the  edge  of  a  communal  grave  and  hit  on  the  head  with 
a  ahoval  by  a  Japanese  aerjeant  and  thrown  into  the  grave.  He  also 
reported  a  coolie  puahed  off  a  bridge  at  Hiki  by  a  Japanese  and  drowned* 
These  incidents  occurred  in  a  bridga-building  Butai  (Osaka  Tai)  at  Niki. 


Oeraburi  1  Hoopital  1500 
any el  Hospital  4000 

Konouita  "  1800 

Appuron  ■  1200 
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(e)  Captain  "hL.O.  Dawson.  reportei  that  ten  Medical  Officers 

and  kO  ORa,  who  were  being  nvrcheu  ivom  Kinsayoka  to  Niki  were  at  Tana  jo 
billeted  overnight  in  tents  previously  used  for  cholera  suspects  and  which 
ware  but  a  fen  feet  a  ./ay  from  tents  containing  aotive  cholera  cases. 

(f)  7‘a6P972  PI «  A. A.  Ppqe.  BilC  reported  that  at  Niki  Coolie  Hospital 
the  Australian  ?Vdi.'al  Officer  was  forbidden  to  visit  two  British  F0'?a 
suffering  from  typhus  who  were  brought  into  the  hospital  end  that  an 
Indian  dresser  wua  forced  to  administer  an  overdose  of  morphia  with  fatal 
results. 

(g)  Captain  &K.  Wallace.  I.ll.S.  reports!  that  at  a  Kinsayoka  chsck- 
ing  station  cooties  'aider going  rectal  swab  examination  ware,  one  after  the 
other,  kicked’ violently  by  the  Japanese  nodical  officer  of  the  Hygiane  Butai. 

t 

(h)  _7a  .373^1  P>8«  Flh>crdu  AAT3  reported  that  at  No.  2  Coolie 

Hospital  Ceunburi  (urnlar  Major  Kudo,  e±ioc\y  referred  to)  coolies  ware  kept 
standing  for  hours  r.lth  weights  tied  to  the  penis. 

(i)  73823/i9  jrte.  g."|i  BEToer .  R.u.?;  reportei  that  at  Kinsayoka 
Hospital  a  coolie  suffer ang  from  erre or  j1.  malaria  was  kicked  in  the  face 
by  a  Japanese  aoldi'r  known  oa  •Sc'rface". 

(j)  Csptcin  r..  U-wn.  .3*111  rep?rtod  that  :*en  sick  were  being  evacua¬ 
ted  almost  helpless  pavi&rjo  were  made  to  crawl  several  kilometres  to  the 
station  or  barge,  from  Kinsayoka  Hospital. 

(k)  Jfetor  S.C.  Nardell.  I.l'.S,  reported  that  at  Ccnouita  Coolie 
Hospital  he  nas  struck  across  the  face  by  the  Japanese  nodical  officer, 
known  as  Dago  Joe,  for  refusing  to  carry  out  surgical  treatment  of  which 
he,  the  said  Major  Nardell,  did  not  approve, 

(l)  r^TT^jrvIV  3«grPf  Lewie.  33VF  reported  that  membors  of  the 
Japanese  Hygiene  Unit  at  Niki,  during  a  routine  rectal  ewab  axaininat ion , 
inserted  a  glass  rod  into  the  vagina  of  a  Chinese  woman  examinee,  and 
beat  a  sick  coolie  along  to  the  examination  point  whare  hs  collapsed 
and  soon  afterwards  died  and  another  atrocity  of  sfmiiar  nature. 

(m)  73k9639  Sit  ■  R-  Pullen.  RQ1  reported  that  at  a  Niki  Coolie  Ceap 
a  coolie,  suspected  of  theft,  was  tied  to  a  tree,  flogged  and  struck  over 
the  genitals,  that  another  form  of  punishment  was  the  bringing  of  lighted 
bamboo  into  contact  with  the  body  and  fo:o  of  coolies,  causing  severe  burns. 

(n)  Cant.  R.l  0.  Dawson.  HALO  reported  that  at  Upper  Concuita  Canp 
sick  coolies  were  used  for  the  practice  of  judo  and  thrown  over  the 
shoulders  of  Japanese  and  that  they  ws  also  beaten. 

(o)  7336201  Pte.R.L.  Jones.  RU30  reported  that  at  Tapper  Taimonta 
a  coolie,  accused  of  theft,  wee  taken  into  the  jungle  and  shot.  Between 
August  and  D9cember  1943*  He  also  reported  that  coolies,  who  had  stolen 
rice,  were  made  to  maintain  a  bent  position  over  fires. 

(p)  VX,3h764  Fteo.R.n.  Cua&an.  IUMC  reported  that  at  a  Concuita 

Camp  about  50-t0  coolies,  cholera-suspects,  were  given  large  doses  of  morphia 
and  saturated  potassium  permangonate  solution  from  which  all  of  them  died. 

(<i)  73/1626  5jt^  R.a.  3tnnem.-ri.  RAX  reported  that  at  aanyei  Hospital 

a  eoolie,  suspectel  of  theft,  waa  swung  round  by  the  hair. 

These  instances  could  be  multiplied  ad  nauseam. 

12.  Ihe  Japanese  administration  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  coolies 

(of  which  Gol.  Hatakawa  is  known  to  be  a  member)  must  be  held  answerable 
fwr  - 
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(a)  The  ap  ailing  conditions  prevailing  in  many  marking  cctv0 

end  hospitals | 

(b)  The  criminally  inadequate  medical  supplies  for  the  treatment 

of  side  coolies  and  *0.|,  and  the  shocking  conditions  under 
which  the  sick  uere 

(c)  The  inadequate  diet  cuppliod  to  coolies  and  in  particular 
to  sick  coolies; 

(d)  The  coarse  and  brutal  treatment  accorded  the  coolies; 

(e)  The  forcing  of  sick  to  work; 

(f)  The  colossal  morbidity  and  grave  mortality,  much  of  which  could 

and  should  huve  been  prevented* 

(g)  Tho  degrading  and  inaulting  treatment  accorded  to  Hedical  Officers 

and  their  staff;  and 

(h)  In  general  the  calculated  and  orlminal  neglect  of  even  the  most 

elementary  provisions  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  the 
coolies. 


S' -OHM  by  the  said  ROBiBT  CRA-FORD  ) 

at  6  3pr  ing  Gardens  in  the  City  of  )  (Signed)  R.  CHAFCRD, 

7/estminster  this  15th  day  of  February  1%6  (HOBjRT  CRA  FORD) 

Before  me, 

(Signed)  H*  KSIL  WS2ZR3, 

Oaft. ,  Legal  Staff, 
till.  Dept.,  JAG's  Office,  LOiDOIl, 


■£,'./??? 'A 
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E:  TTE  H..TTC31  CF  JjJUTESE  \V&  CRESS  .JX  ET 
TIE  IZTTIE  CF  TIE  ELL-m£kTI£tfT,  TORTURE  ^3) 
CHEIELJ-  NEGLECT  CF  COOLIES  LdBOURHlS  ON  T!E 
SWJ-HJm  RAIL  ‘..Y  HIT.  TOT  tie  ye..rs  1943 
;j®  1945. 


ItIPj  r  nobrt  Crawford,  formerly  of  tho  johoro  Vcluntoar 
D'-^r.ocro.A  ith  parmunont  address  in  U.II.  C/o  ixaroantilo  Bonk  of  idio 
Ltd,,  13  cracccl.uroh  street.  Loader.,  L.C.3* •  mol:o  oath  and  say  as  follows | 

1,  I  \:as  t alter,  prisoner  by  the  Japanese  at  Sir*d.aporo  on  13/2/4 2 

and  on  23/6/43  1  was  appoint od  officer  coumndin^  Force,  which  was 
a  cottony  of  230  medical  personnel  of  all  ranks,  blon,_,ind>  to  British 
and  Dci^inicn  Fercos  with  a  few  Dutch,  and  which  was  intended  to  move 
'  to  tho  siam-Rurmu  Railway  to  LrirHj  modicclassistanoo  to  coolies  of  all 
nationalities  (t*d  to  po~’'a)  ooployod  on  tho  construction  of  tho  said 
railway,  in  my  cupucity  of  jftdioul  off icer,ccajandin^.  that  foee,  1  hud 
tho  opportunity  of  obervln^  the  aodio-l.hy^oir.ic  and  enorul  conditions 
under* v/hich  Indian,  Chinese,  inlay,  javanoso,  Burmese  and  Eurasian  (a 
for )  coolies  worked  and  livod  under  Japanese  ccr.imnd  between  1943  ^d  . 

1  1945. 

12,  tfie  narrativo  contained  in  this  ay  affidavit  is  cor.cernod  with 

•  uy  personal  experience  and  observations  and  with  information  gathered 
|  directly  from  usdicalcfficera  and  othar  ranks  cf  Force. 

j  3,  General}  The  number  cf  coolies  eplcyed  by  the  Japanese  cn  tho 

Siau-Baruu  Ruilwuy  cannot  bo  ascertained  definitely,  and  ostinn-tos  vary 
from  73,000  to  230t)00.  It  is  probably  that  about  IOOQOO  woro  so  employ od 

Hie  Journey  to  tho  working  sites  iuolved  for  any  eng  of  coolies 
marcUs  of  indescribable  hardship,  lasting;  in  some  cases  up  to  ten  diys, 

,  in  cxnsoon  rains,  and  responsible  for  hoavy  mortality  und  morbidity. 

1  4*  From  observations  made  by  me  and  from  statements  made  to  me  by 

j  uombors  cf  «i:«  ptreo  it  is  ostublished  hat  conditions  in  coolio  working 
j  camps  and  coolie  hospitals  alike, o.^»  nintok  oump,  Upper  ircncuita  cum), 

Iriki  a-idfi-buildin^  camp,  73  rilometro  0014;,  Lon^i  camp,  Camburi  No*  2 
kospitul  camp ,  ronyei  hospital  cump,  rinsayoke  hcspitul  camp  und  many 
J  others, wore  so  fur  below  any  st>  i.dnrds  cf  western  civilisation  that  they 
can  bo  describod  as  disjracoful  ur.d  a  cave  danger  tc  the  lives  of  those 
livinj  in  them 

m  these  caps,  at  seme  periods,  there  woro  no  or  quite  toadequnte 
sanitary  arrangements,  the  entire  001.43  ureas  binp;,  consequently, heavily 
j  contaminated  with  faeces,  m  practically  no  camp  was  a  satisfactory 
j  wator  supply  provided, the  Lenorul  sourco  bin&  raw  rivor  water  oven  with 
|  cholera  prevalent,  sleeping  uccorxjodut ior.  was  in  many  cases  quite 
t  inadequate  or  cf  the  nest  primitive  kind.  Tents  were  generally  and  huts 
J  froquox.tly  net  voathar-;rcof  ;  coolios  often  had  to  sleep  cn  tho  ground. 

•  Blankets  were  net  provided, an  occasional  sac!:  boin<_,  issued  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute,  and  the  clothing  issuo  for  coolios  wus  at  nst  u  flimsy  sarong* 

Hie  food  supplied  to  labourers  was  frequently  "poor*  or  »bud« 

;  and  quite  below  the  level  necessary  for  the  nintenunce  of  i,ood  health  in 
|  individuals  doinp,  heavy  manual  lab  cur, 

Pr?  IP  liio  iy»et-i«fuctcry  conditions  her6  described  woro  conducive  to 
; Spread  disuse  of  many  -kinds,  t®0  prltiei^l^of  ‘which  wore  dysentery, 
L9ra,pneuix.riia,  ulcers  and  deficiency  diseases.  / 

IL?  ■;  .  ,ik -*  r 
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5.  conditions  hereinbefore  described  a,  ply  net  only  t  nlo  coolies 
hyt  also  to  voa&n  ai.d  children  who  '.ere  brought  by  the  japunese  to  work 
on  the  railway. 

6,  ;^lsinjj  from  these  ^rcvely  uneat isfeetcry  living*  feeding  and 
i  working  conditions,  sickr.oss  amcn^  labourers  was  ovor  considerable 

!  periods  onerous,  and  tho  indifference  of  tho  ju;unooc,  their  failure  to 
take  etc. a  to  combat  sickness,  thoir  failuro  to  supply  suitable  and 
adequate  nodical  supplies  constitute  criminal  nc^ect.  The  japanose  were 
in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  entirely  insensible  to  sickness  and  hord- 
!  ships  suffered  by  the  labourers  and  their  attiudo  indicated  only  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  coLipleto  the  railway  at  all  costs  with  conqleto  indifforenco 
l  to  tho  number  of  deaths  that  ml*jht  and  wero  caused  thereby. 

7.  ;jiy  efforts  that  V  ijodioal  Force  mijit  huvo  made  to  he*  the 

J  labourers  were  virtually  nullified  in  advance  by  tho  conditions 
undor  which  they  had  to  work  and  fer  which  the  Japanese  medical  - 
administration  at  all  lovols  is  directly  responsible. 

(a)  tfio  i«dieal  officer  ur.d  his  staff  worked  under  the  ordors  of  an 
ignorant  and  ill-trainod  Japanese  medical  JXJO  or  privato. 

(b)  oho  nodical  staff  of  «K»  Forco  wore,  at  the  whin  of  tho  ja;anese 
,  medical  orderly  so  restricted  in  thoir  accoss  to  sick  coolies  that  co- 
•  ordiuatod  policy  and  continuous  treatment  were  impossible.  iho  medical 
j  force  (including  judical  officers)  was  largely  orp.loyod  on  manual  labour, 
and  jpdical  officers  were  generally  submitted  to  d%jradlHo  and  insulting 
!  treatment  such  us  the  performance  of  manual  labour ,  wcrkixioin  Japanese 
t  kitchens  and  as  servants  to  Japanese. 

I 

(c)  shore  wus  oxtreme  inadequacy  of  nodical  equipment  and  supplies, 

« 

'  8.  Tko  following  aro  examples  of  conditions  in  working,  camps »- 

(a)  rirs-.YCEi:  n*  1  jujv.Iq  camp.  jui^-..uuust  1943 • 

LPcJcy  touts#  FOcd  -  sucill  quantity  rico  vith  tv/o  or  threo  freoh  chillies# 
poor  hygiene.  in  July  deaths  reachod  20-30  daily,  the  population  bein^ 
about  l^OO. 

(b>  HETCF  Cam;:.  "iyuione  -  nil.  sickness  colossal.  During  cholera 
10-14  deaths  daily,  but  many  never  found.  Cholera  cases  driven  into 
'  jungle  ana  abandoned. 

(c)  uiTUi  irOIXUIT..  Can?*  Strenfch  cbout  3°°^  estimated  that  10 
to  20  por  cent  of  original  strength  disappeared  on  the  march  to  the  camp. 
1200  sicl.daily.  Deaths  during  October  1943  -  302« 

(cl)  m;i  Bric4;o-buildiiv:  Cap.  It  is  estimated  that  1500-2000  ccolies 
died  in  tills  0013?  in  a  period  of  six  months,  sreutment  accorded  coolies 
doscribod  (by  5932200  sut.  G.D.  Chandlon,  2/cambs)  us  •terrible*. 

Fracture 8  from  ill-trcatmont  scon.  lELuh  suicide  rate  -  probably  20-30 
in  six  months. 

(e)  73  inLOilLTHE  Comp .  Burma.  500  Burmese  labourers.  Deaths 

avora^ed  2  daily  ever  3  months.  44voru£jo  daily  number  at  work  about  200. 

i  9,  ijhe  following  aro  oxamplos  of  conditions  in  coolie  hospitalsi- 

(u)  C,-I*BPHI  Ite.  2  Coolie  lies;  ltal.  /.▼  ora<je  number  of  p.utients  2000 
or  mere,  conditions  in  dysentery  wards  and  »death-house ■  indosoribable. 
Coolies  sent  to  doath-heuse  struck  off  ration  strength.  Corfiote 
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3. 

I  indifference  on  the  i-ort  of  tho  Japanese  to  Buffering,  Constant  beatin«_ 
j  and  maltreatment  of  patients  for  offences,  real  cr  imaginary,  DeQths 
i  over  c  period  of  18  months  r. uttered  about  5000, a  figure  which  is 
{  regarded  by  many  as  un  underestimate,  Froquont  cxaiq  les  of  jross  oruolty. 

(b)  ’.yjTZI  !ioo.  itcl.  ..vor^e  number  of  pi.ticnts  1500;  maxlnm  3300 
in  septonber  1943  with  cross  overcrowding  and  patients  lyinc  in  the  open, 
Eotimatod  4000  deaths  in  12  months,  septonbor  1943  b©inc>  the  peak  month 
with  6C0-700.  ill-treatment  of  ccolie  patients  fairly  frequent, 

(C)  i:ir&.YCsy  Tooplt-al,  ;.t  first  tents  with  patients  on  jround,  Op 
to  1000  patients,  Hospital  run  by  2nd  Class  Japanese  private,  Doaths 
ostinuted  at  about  2000  in  25  months.  sick  frequently  driven  out  to 
work  around  camp. 

i  10.  iprtallty.  From  estimates  and  observations  made  by  timbers  of 

I-  1C*  ty.dlc..l  Force  it  is  ccrtuin  that  50  per  cont  of  the  total  labourers 
brought  fren  ijiltya  to  £4;m  and  purnu  aiod  there  in  the  ^.eriod  >43-45 
and  that  by  far  the  j?eutor  ;art  cf  this  mortality  occurred  in  the  laet 
eic.ht  months  cf  1‘.43. 


Ban  pent.  Hospital 

300  deaths 

Camburi  1  Hospital 

2500 

Canburi  2  Hospital  5000 

T.xuiyei  Hospital 

4000 

ninsnyoko  • 

2000 

roncuita  • 

1800 

tfiki  ■ 

2000 

ijTpuron 

1200 

and  sc  on 

\ 

A  sumetion  of  all  estimates  indicates  about  42,000  deaths 
b  anonti  75000  labourers,  and  as  the  survoy  dooo  not  cover  all  coups,  it  is 
.  fairly  certain  that  there  were  50,000  labourer  deaths  cn  tho  railway, 

j  11,  The  following  instances  cf  specific  ill-treutavt ,  brutality  and 
;  neglect  v:oro  reported  to  me  by  nodical  personnel  undor  i^y  command 1- 

(c)  7349689  Sjt,  n»  rullon,  R.JC  ropertod  that,  in  the  Takanoto  Cop 

at  riki  sick  labourers  who  '.  ere  scill  alivo  were  thro\m  into  a  mass  cravOj 
he  personally  having  obcorved  ucvonent3  of  limbs  in  the  graves.  Tho 
japaneso  yjedical  officer  of  the  Bitai  was  cne  *;ikota. 

« 

(b)  VX  50666  ptc.  p.n.  B-ordiair.,  c  roported  that  at  luinenta 
Coolie  Hospital  a  considerable  number  cf  sick  labourers  were  killed  off 
by  overdesa^e  of  morphia  and  by  the  intravoous  injection  of  air  of 
mercuric  salts,  a  Japanese  private  -  ■Groeniants*  -  togthcr  with  an 
unknown  5-star  japanosc,  was  responsible,  T-  o  hcspitul  was  under  the 

j  administration  of  rudo  Butai  (ivjcr  rude). 

(c)  Captain  p.  Lennox,  R.JC  roported  that  c.t  J?c.  2  Hospital,  camburi, 
intravenous  injections  causing  considorab4  a^eny  aiudcath  wore 
udministored  tc  a  nuhor  cf  coolios  by  a  japvjieso  doctor,  Lt.  Takana. 

(d)  5932200  sjt,  G.D.  Chandler,  2/canba  re; erted  that  u  vory  sick 
coolio  was  taken  to  the  od^.e  of  a  corxunul  euvo  and  hit  on  the  head  with 
a  shovel  by  a  Japanese  oerjoant  and  tlirown  into  tho  L.ruve .  He  aio 
roported  u  coolie  pushed  off  a  bridge  at  Hiki  by  a  Japanese  and  drowned. 
Those  incidents  occurred  in  a  brid^c-buildin^  Butai  (Osaka  Tai)  at  JjikfTl 
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(c)  certain  H.L.G.  Dawson,  R,JIg»  reported  that  ttn  Ipdicul  Officers 
and  40  Ons.who  were  beiro  o**rchad  free)  irinsuyokc  to  Niki  were  at  Tuuejo 
billeted  overnight  in  tents  previously  used  ior  cholera  suspects  or.d  which 
were  but  a  few  feet  -w  y  frou  tents  containing  active  cholera  cuscs. 

(f)  7368972  rte  ......  rtt_e,  n.JE  reported  that  at  Niki  Coolie  Hospital 

the  ..ustraliun  UeuiCal  officer  v:us  ferbidaor.  to  visit  two  British  lO’.'s 
suffering  iron  typhus  who  were  brought  into  the  hospital  and  that  an 
Indi.  n  dresser  t:us  forced  to  administer  er.  overdose  of  morphia  with  fatal 
results. 

(o)  Captain  E.r.  "alluce,  I.J'.fl,  re,  orted  that  at  a  Ktaoayakc  check¬ 
ing  station  coolies  underline,  rectal  swob  ex~ elation  were, one  after  tha 
other,  kicked  biolently  by  the  Japanese  medical  officer  of  the  Hygiene  Butai 

(h)  VX  373S1  rte.  j.r.  Hibberd,  ,Mj.c  reported  tltat  at  No.  2  Coolie 
Hospital  CCU-buri  (under  t.jor  rude,  ulroudy  referred  to)  coolies  were  kept 
standing  for  hours  with  relate  tied  to  the  penis. 

(i)  7382349  rte.  E.'*.  B-rber,  RM”C  reperted  that  at  Kinsayoko  Hospi- 
tal7ccolie  suffering  from  cerebral  malaria  was  kicked  in  the  fc.ee  by  a 
Japanese  soldier  known  us  'Scarf ace*. 

(j)  certain  p .  pawn,  H.JC  reported  that  when  sick  were  bcinu  evacua¬ 
ted  alnost  helpless  patients  '..ere  ut.de  to  crawl  several  kilometres  to  tho 
station  or  bor^o,  frou  rinsayoke  Hospital. 

(k)  lojor  s.C.  Horde! 1,  I.;  ,3.  roported  that  at  Concuita  Coolio 
Hospital  he  was  struck  across  the  face  by  the  japanosc  medical  officer, 
known  as  dc^o  joe,  for  rcfusinw  to  Carry  out  sur^icul  troatuent  of  nhich 
he,  the  s._id  jnjor  Israeli,  did  not  a;  ..rove, 

(l)  13772  sjt.  G.l  p.  ijov-'is.  F‘j  T  reported  that  ucubers  of  tho 
Japanese  Hygiene  unit  at  J’ikx,  durx»^,  a  routine  rectal  swab  examination, 
inserted  a  clu3S  rod  into  the  valine  of  a  Chinese  wouan  examinee,  and 
beat  u  sick  coolie  alon^  to  the  ex-uinaticn  point  where  he  collapsed 
-nd  soon  afterwords  died  and  unotlrr  atrocity  of  similar  nature, 

(u)  7349889  Sjt-  R,  puller. ,  F-.UC  reported  that  at  a  i^iki  Coolie  Cii# 
a  cooiic,  suspected  of  theft,  was  tied  to  a  tree,  flowed  and  struck  over 
the  genitals,  that  ur.othcr  fern  of  punishment  was  the  brin^in^  of  lighted 
bamboo  into  contact  with  the  body  and  face  of  coolies,  causing  severe  burns, 

(n)  Capt.  Fi.L.C.  pawsor.,  R.JU  reported  that  at  Upper  Concuita  Caup 
sick  coolies  were  used  for  the  practice  if  judo  and  thrown  over  the 
shoulders  of  Japanese  and  that  they  were  also  bcoton. 

(o)  75.38201  rte.  R.I.  Jones,  R.JC  reported  that  ut  Upper  iciuionta 
a  cooiic,  accused  of  theft, was  taken  into  the  jungle  and  shot.  Between 
..u^ust  and  December  1943*  He  also  roperted  that  coolies,  who  had  stolon 
rice,  wore  uade  to  maintain  a  bent  position  over  fires, 

(p)  VX  54784  ?te.  n.p,  Cucsen,  ,WJC  reported  tl*at  at  a  Concuita 

Cap  abcut  5°-°0  coolies,  cholera-suspects,  were  0iven  lar,_e  doses  of  morph  id 
and  saturated  potassium  permanganate  solution  from  which  all  of  thou  died. 

(d)  7341826  sjt,  R....  stoneman,  R.JC  reported  tlmt  at  V.unyei  Hospital 
a  coolie,  suspected  of  theft,  was  swun^  round  by  tho  hair. 

lUcac  instances  could  be  multiplied  ad  nauseam. 

12,  Tbo  Japanese  adi.iinistration  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  coolies 
(of  which  Cel.  Hatakawc  is  knc\:n  to  be  a  member)  must  be  held  answcrublc 
for  - 
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(a)  The  appalling. conditiono  prevailing  in  cany  uorkie  cartpa  and 

hcspitwloj 

(b)  The  crininally  inadequate  nodical  supplios  for  the  treatment 

of  sick  coolies  and  rO'.'e,  and  the  shocllnt;  conditions  under 

(c)  ThwhiehdtljuufcdcHiutreulpi^led  to  coolies  and  in  particular 

to  sick  coolies | 

(d)  The  coarse  and  brutal  trcatuei.t  accorded  the  coolies j 

(e)  The  forcing  of  sick  to  -./orkj 

(f)  The  eclcwoal  norbidity  and  jjravc  nortality,  mch  of  which  could 

and  should  have  been  prevented. 

(t)  The  do_r.  dinw  and  insulting  trectnont  accorded  to  Medical  Office**, 
and  their  staff;  and 

(h)  jn  general  the  calculated  and  crixlnal  neglect  of  cvcu  the  uost 

cleuentury  provisions  for  the  health  and  nclfare  of  the  coolios 

S^ORT  ty  the  said  ROHLTIT  CR/TOnD  ) 

at  6  aprin^  codons  in  the  City  of  )  (sicr.ed)  R.  CR..  TOHD. 

Uesti  luster  this  15th  day  of  February  1946  (ROBERT  C RETFORD) 

Before  rx, 

(Signed)  H.  1EIL  I*. OTTERS. 

Copt.,  LCu^l  staff. 

Mil.  Dupt.,  J./J's  Office,  LONDQ!\  S.U.l. 
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i  TH2  lathd  of  J^:2S3  ar  cbets  and  in 

TIE  ILJT-p  OF  1K2  HL-TRJ^^fT,  TOR  TUP'S,  AND 

crii:hial  r  jciLSfvr  of  coolie  L*B0iasas  o:t  tie 

SUU.BUaiiA  RAIL  aY  B2T.:  TIE  Y  2AR3  19/^3 

,v*V 

\  ;  L?  7  I  P  AVI  T 

I,  1'ajor  Robert  Crawford,  formerly  of  the  Johore  Volunteer 
2hgineers,  with  permanent  address  in  U.K.  O/o  Mercantile  Eank  of  Indio 
Ltd.,  15  Gracechurvh  Street,  Lond  n,  K.C.3,  make  oath  and  say  aa  follows j 

1*  I  was  talcen  prisoner  by  the  Japanese  at  Singapore  on  15/2/42 

andon  25/6/43  1  '»»  appointed  officer  companding  'K*  Fbrce,  which  waa 
a  company  of  230  medical  personnel  of  all  ranlca,  belonging  to  British 
and  Dominion  Pbrces  nth  a  few  Dutch,  and  which  wan  intended  to  move 
to  the  Si  am- Donna  Railway  to  bring  medioal  assistance  to  coollea  of  all 
nationalities  (and  to  POW'a)  etqzloyed  on  the  construction  of  the  said 
rallvmy.  In  my  capacity  of  Medical  Officer,  oonxnanding  that  force,  I  had 
the  opportunity  of  observing  the  medical,  hygeinlc  and  general  conditions 
under  whioh  Indian,  0>  inese,  Malay,  Javanese,  Burmese  and  Eurasian  (a 
few)  oooliee  worked  and  lived  under  Japaneae  command  between  1943  and 

1945. 


2.  The  narrative  contained  in  this  my  effidacrit  is  concerned  with 
ny  personal  experience  and  obse-rr  ^felons  cr.d  with  information  gathered 
directly  from  medical  officers  am.  other  ranks  of  "K"  Force. 

3.  Generali  Ihe  matter  of  ooolles  employed  by  the  Japanese  on  the 
Si  am- Burma  Railway  cannot  be  ascertained  definitely,  and  estimates  very 
from  75*000  to  25&ioo.  It  is  probably  that  about  10Q000  were  eo  employed. 

The  journey  to  the  working  sites  involved  for  many  gangs  of  coolies 
marches  of  indescribable  hardship ,  las '.lug  in  acme  cases  up  to  ten  daye, 
in  monsoon  rains,  and  responsible  for  heavy  mortality  and  morbidity.. 

4.  From  observations  rnde  by  me  and  from  statements  made  to  me  by 
members  of  "II"  Force  it  is  established  that  conditions  in  coolie  working 
camp3  and  coolie  hospitals  alike,  Ocg'  Hiutok  camp{  Dppsr  Ilbncuita  osap, 

Niki  Bridge-building  camp,  73  Silo  .ie  ire  eery,  Lcngi  camp,  Ca'iburi  No.  2 
hospital  canp ,  'Tauyei  ho  ip  i  tul  cariy,  Kinso/oke  hospital  carp  and  many 
others,  were  so  far  below  any  standards  of  western  civilisation  that  they 
can  be  described  a a  disgraceful  and  a  grave  danger  to  the  lives  of  those 
living  in  thorn. 


In  these  camps,  at  some  periods,  there  were  no  or  quite  inadequate 
sanitary  arrangements,  the  entire  cot?  areas  being,  consequently,  heavily 
contaminated  with  faeces.  In  practicnlly  no  camp  was  a  satisfactory 
water  supply  provided-  the  general  source  being  raw  river  water  even  with 
cholera  prevalent.  Sleeping  accomodation  wu3  in  many  cases  quite 
inadequate  or  of  the  most  primitive  kind.  Tents  were  generally  and  huts 
frequently  not  weather-proof  j  coolies  ox’ten  had  to  sleep  on  the  ground. 
Blankets  were  not  provided,  an  occasioned  sack  being  issued  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute,  end  the  clothing  issue  for  coolies  was  at  most  a  flimsy  sarong. 

Tho  food  siyplied  to  labourers  was  frequently  "poor"  or  "bad" 
and  quite  below  the  level  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  good  health  in 
individuals  doing  heavy  manual  labour. 

The  unsatisfactory  conditions  here  described  were  conducive  to 
widespread  disease  of  mazy  klnus,  the  principal  of  which  were  dysentery, 
cholera,  pneumonia,  ulcers  and  deficiency  diseases. 
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5.  Conditions  cere inbe fore  dascribed  apply  not  only  to  mole  cooliea 

but  also  to  women  end  children  who  were  brought  by  the  Japanese  to  work 
on  the  railway. 


6.  Arising  fro m  these  gravoly  unsatiafactoxy  living,  feeding  and 

working  conditions,  s-c'.cness  atm  ;  1;  oc;  ore  wen  over  coat. iiar able 
periods  enor»rw-iJ{  and  the  irdilfr  vur.o  of  th.j  Japrirese,  tLeir  failure  to 
take  steps  to  combat  sickness,  t'uiir  failur-?  to  supply  suitable  and 
adequate  medic.u  hupplidt*  oonetina+e  criminal  neglect*  '^ce  Japanese  wore 
in  the  vast  majority  of  c  -rtes  on tire'' v  3:bJo  to  sicla r.»c  end  hard¬ 

ships  suffered  by  tb*,  JaY-tvcy,*  e -s  ice.r  altituvc  ltdi.*:os«4  omy  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  comtiei c*  the  railway  i.5  oil  coots  xiz'r*  r.offiploie  indifference 
to  the  number  of  deaths  uat  uignt  and  wex-o  caused  thereby* 

7*  Any  effort  a  thrt  "IC  Medical  Force  might  have  n>2de  to  help  the 

labourers  wore  vj  ‘tualij  a"1T.'f4*t..  in  ad'w&ce  by  the  conditions 
under  which  they  hid  to  \  jt.*  aid  for  which  th:»  Jopuiooe  mudical 
administration  at  all  lovels  is  dirc-vly  responsible* 

(a)  Tha  I'e-llcal  Officer  and  uls  staff  worked  under  the  orders  of  an 
ignorant  and  ill-trained  Japanese  modi  cal  NCO  or  privais. 


(b)  The  Medic*  1  stpff  of  "K4  Force  vnre,  et  the  whim  of  the  Japanese 
medical  orderly  so  restricted  in  thair  apouc-s  to  r.5z<  coolies  that  co¬ 
ordinated  pul  icy  and  continuous  trea  meat  were  impose  idle-  Iho  medical 
force  (including  Medical  bfrioero)  wiis  largely  e'^xofM  on  lwnual  labour, 
and  Medical  Officers  ware  generally  submit :*d  to  degrading  and  insulting 
treatment  each  as  tho  pf-rfoiroauce  oi  manual  labour,  working  in  Japanese 
kitchens  end  as  servants  to  Japanese- 

(c)  There  we”?  extreme  inader.  ,:oy  of  modicul  equipment  3nd  supplies# 

8.  The  following  are  exarplsa  of  conditions  in  werking  caiqisi- 

(a)  KINS  AFORE  No.  ^  Jungle  Iffin*  ruly-Aug'iOt  19^3* 

Leaky  ten.o.  iPod  -  sajjII  quant'//  ;•!  io  vob  t<?o  or  throe  fre3h  chillies* 
Poor  hygiene  a.  Ia  July  deaths  r cache;  20 -3u  daily,  the  population  being 
about  I5X1O. 


(b)  H3?^C:K.Cy^-  lfyr’,-.ne  -  nil.  Jickueus  colossal.  Du-' ing  cholera 

10-14  deal  ha  daily,  but  vnaiy  never  iound.  Ch-lera  c  at.ee  driven  into 
jungle  and  abandoned. 


(0)  Fr^U'  NyirCh.  ••js-TD*  St-en^h  *.hout  *000  but  oe  tinted  that  10 
to  20  per  Cf/.x  o£  •jTir.ih  il  .  ti-engx./*  dL.'iSpy  OiT ad  on  the  march  to  ths  canp. 
1200  sick  da.ly-  Osachs  duriaG  Ucv-ober  i9"3  -  3®** 


(d)  ■feTjiMAwi.ff.Ti*  Tt  ia  estimated  that  1.930-2030  coolies 

died  in  this  cama  in  «i  p-.yr i  v„  c  1  six*  months*.  Trent  jx»t  accca’jod  coolies 
deocribad  fby  5v5?l-  1  3*5*  'J.i>  ahead?,  on ,  2/C.vnbs';  -:s  '‘-yr.  s' t". 

Fraotures  from  ill-  treatment  ueen*.  High  suicide  rate  -  probably  2o-30 
in  six  months • 


(e)  23.  OT'CTRT  0 fymy.  B.ur^d-  500  Burmese  laboiTers.  Deaths 

averaged  2  cualy  over  3  mouths-  Average  doily  number  at  work  about  ^00* 

9*  The  following  ere  examples  of  conditions  in  coolie  hospitalsi- 

(a)  CATSqff  ITo  .  ?  fonlie  Horn4  tal.  A-ercga  number  cf  petients  2000 
or  more*  Conditio/  «  ir  dyoarterv  ravds  anu  ^dsatl- house*  ini-f»oribabl9. 
Coolies  sen!;  to  deatn-houae  siruc..  c£*  ration  otx'eng.h.  Complete 
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indifference  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  to  Buffering.  Constant  beating 
and  maltreatment  of  patients  for  of.'mcea,  roal  or  imaginary.  Deatha 
over  a  period  of  18  laontha  numbered  stout  5000,  a  figure  which  is 
regarded  by  many  as  an  unierestimci.a.  -requent  examples  of  gross  cruelty* 

(b)  .•ffiVS-L  ikafiJldl*  Avoragi  nur  bar  of  patients  1500;  maximum  3300 
in  September  1943  with  gross  overcrowding  and  patients  lying  in  the  open, 
intimated  4000  deaths  in  12  months,  September  1943  being  the  peak  month 
with  600-700.  Ill-treatment  of  coolie  patients  fairly  frequent. 

t 

(o)  ICn*3AY0:2  Hjfaiigi.  At  first  t-.nts  with  patients  on  ground.  0J> 
to  1000  patients.  Hospital  run  by  2nd  Class  3 span cse  private.  Deaths 
estimated  at  about  2000  in  15  months.  Sick  frequently  driven  out  to 
work  around  camp. 

Jgrtftlity >  Prom  ••'stimates  aid  observations  made  by  members  of 
is.  L©di cal  Force  it  is  certain  tht  t  50  par  oant  of  the  total  labourers 
brought  from  Ifcleya  to  Sian  and  Biu-ac  died  thero  in  the  period  1943-45 
and  that  by  far  the  greeter  part  of  this  mortality  ooourred  in  the  last 
|  eight  months  of  1943* 


Ban  Bong  Hospital 

300  deaths 

CanL'iri  1  Hospital 

1500 

Camburi  2  Hospital  * 

5000 

’  auiyei  Hospital 

4000 

Kinsayoke  • 

2000 

Koncuita  “ 

1800 

Niki  • 

and  so  on 

2000 

Appuron  ■ 

1200 

A  summation  of  all  estimates  indicates  about  42,000  deaths 
^®°n8  75 f000  labour era,  and  as  the  survey  does  not  cover  all  coups,  it  is 
fairly  certain  that  there  were  50,000  labourer  deaths  on  the  railway. 

11.  The  following  instances  of  specific  ill -treatment,  brutality  and 

neglect  were  reported  to  me  by  medical  personnel  under  my  command i— 

(a)  7349689  Sit.  R.  Pujlgp^  .?£tEL  reported  that,  in  the  Takamoto  Camp 
at  Niki  sick  labourera  T7ho  rare  ctiJl  alive  ttot©  throvni  into  a  raasa  gravo* 
ho  personally  heving  observed  movements  of  lir./os  in  tho  gravos.  The 
Japanese  Nodical  Officer  of  the  Butai  was  one  HiKeta. 

(k)  SI*— 5T5.66  heard  reported  that  at  Tainenta 

Coolie  Hospital  a  considerable  number  of  sick  labourers  were  killed  off 
by  over  dosage  of  morphia  and  by  the  intravenous  injection  oC  air  of 
mercuric  salts.  A  Japanese  private  -  “Greeny ants 4  -  together  with  an 
unknown  5-star  Japanese,  was  rospcnsibla.  The  Genital  was  under  the 
administration  of  Kudo  Butai  (ifejor  Kudo).. 

(o)  Cajrtflin_-.  J^snox.  3ai:C  reported  that  at  No.  2  Hospital,  Camburi, 
intravenous  injections  causing  considerable  agony  and  death  were 
administered  to  a  number  of  coolies  by  a  Japanese  doctor,  Lt.  Takana* 


(£)  525^QP.SH:_0._g/>_Gi;a^dler.  2/GffpVa  reportad  that  every  sick 

ccolie  was  taken  to  the  edge  of  a  communal  grave  and  hit  on  the  head  with 
a  shovel  by  a  Japanese  aerjeant  and  thrown  into  the  grave.  He  also 
reported  a  coolie  pushed  off  a  bridge  at  Niki  by  a  Japanese  and  drowned* 
These  incidents  occurred  in  a  bridge  building  Butai  (Osaka  Tai)  at  Niki. 
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